The book focuses on the relational dynamic between “masters” and
“natives” in the construction of scholarly narratives about the past, in

the fields of archeology, history or the study of religions. The binomial
opposition “masters and natives” is upsetting and unsettling. The formula’s
unease is intended: those words that carry a negative connotation point to
the equivocal relations developed between archeologists working for world
powers and local populations from countries that have often been labelled
in bulk — and arbitrarily so — as “Oriental”. Focusing on the agency of local
actors, the book explores a type of relation that is highly ambiguous and
constantly variable.
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