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The series Worlds of South and Inner Asia of the Swiss Asia Society 
publishes high-quality research on present-day and historical South and 
Inner Asian cultures and societies covering fi elds such as history, literature, 
philosophy, politics and arts, as well as interpretations and translations of 
primary sources. Furthermore the series presents studies focusing on current 
topics and affairs appealing not only to the academic public, but also to a 
public generally interested in South and Inner Asia. The series provides a 
forum for scholarly work in the fi elds of humanities and social sciences in 
Switzerland. However, the series is also committed to the rich variety of 
studies and writing on South and Inner Asia in the international research 
community. The principal languages of publication of monographs and 
anthologies are German, French and English. The series is supervised by an 
editorial board which is advised by leading scholars in the academic fi elds 
concerned.

The book focuses on the relational dynamic between “masters” and 
“natives” in the construction of scholarly narratives about the past, in 
the fi elds of archeology, history or the study of religions. The binomial 
opposition “masters and natives” is upsetting and unsettling. The formula’s 
unease is intended: those words that carry a negative connotation point to 
the equivocal relations developed between archeologists working for world 
powers and local populations from countries that have often been labelled 
in bulk – and arbitrarily so – as “Oriental”. Focusing on the agency of local 
actors, the book explores a type of relation that is highly ambiguous and 
constantly variable.
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